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Comparison of the forms of activity of kindergartens in which the lesson scenarios will be implemented, i.e. Non-public Integration Kindergarten
FANTAZJA and Daugavpils Kimijas apkaimes first year school Izglitibas city

ASPECTS OF
FUNCTIONING

POLAND

LATVIA

COMMENTS

Organization

a) Age of children
covered by preschool
education.

b) Forms of preschool
education.

c) Core curriculum.

d) Methods of working
with children.

a) 2.5-6years

b) Forms of preschool education based on the Contour theory
of education by Stefan Kunowski. The Around the
Kindergarten Program Mac Edukacja 2018.

* physical activities supporting biological development through

physical exercise and outdoor play.

* educational activities stimulating mental development (logic

games, artistic activities)

* social activities teaching cooperation, empathy and

communication (group work, joint projects)

* gpiritual activities shaping values and moral attitudes

* individual work according to the child's needs,

* specialist therapies

( Speech therapist, WWR, hand therapy, Sl classes, psychologist)

c) Core curriculum of preschool education for kindergartens,
primary school departments and other forms of preschool
education. Annex to the regulation of the Minister of
National Education of 14 February 2017.

d) Methods * active :

- guided and free play;

-practical activities (establishing gardens, experiments)

* viewing:

-show,

a) 1 - 7years

b) A unified upbringing and learning process is
implemented in preschool, in which the child acquires
knowledge, understanding and basic skills in various areas
of learning in an integrated manner through practical
activities, develops cross-curricular skills and forms value-
based habits.

The main form of learning organization is play. To achieve
the planned results, it is implemented: throughout the
day; indoors and outdoors; including the child's free and
independent play and the teacher's purposefully
organized and indirectly guided learning through play;
ensuring a balanced workload, rest, and the child's
activity according to their individual abilities.

The tasks of implementing the preschool curriculum:

- to promote the comprehensive development of the
child, taking into account his needs, interests, abilities and
experience and laying the foundations for the formation
of value-based habits;

- to develop the child's social and emotional skills, which
include awareness of himself, his emotions, thoughts and

a) The Latvian
institution takes
children from a
younger age and
they finish their
pre-school
education a year
later than in the
Polish institution.
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-observation

-illustrations and films

* verbal:

-conversations and chats;

-reading and telling fairy tales;
-riddles, rhymes and poems

* activating:

-drama (impersonating various characters);
- imitative and integrative games;
-didactic games

* creative:

- artistic techniques;

- rhythmics

- movement improvisations (dance)
*sensory:

-multi-sensory experiences with different materials, textures and

scents
* group work

- painting together on a large format, putting together a puzzle,

arranging blocks, etc.

- cooperative games (moving buildings made of blocks together,

carrying a ball on a scarf).

behavior, the ability to understand others and build
positive relationships;

-to develop critical thinking, the ability to make
responsible decisions, creativity and entrepreneurship,
collaboration, civic participation and digital skills;

- to build the foundations of literacy in the areas of
learning - language, social and civic, cultural
understanding and self-expression in the arts, natural
sciences, mathematics, technology, health and physical
activity;

-to provide the child with the opportunity to prepare for
basic education.

c) a state-approved model preschool education program
and a state-approved model special preschool education
program for children with language disorders (Regulations
of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Latvia of 21
November 2018 No. 716 “Regulations on State Preschool
Education Guidelines and Model Preschool Education
Programs”).

d) The preschool education process is organized as
integrated learning on a topic relevant to children (over a
period of no less than one month),

ensuring the acquisition of knowledge, understanding,
basic and cross-curricular skills, as well as value-based
virtues and habits. Each day's play activities provide for
activities in an environment appropriate to the child's play
to achieve specific achievable results (free play; teacher-
led activities; working in groups and learning centers;
practical activities and work; observations; study tours;
conversations; use of visual materials; use of fiction and
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other texts; use of video and audio materials,
dramatization, didactic games, games, movement
activities, singing, etc.)

Every day, the child is provided with the opportunity to
learn part of the curriculum outdoors. Every day, regular
physical activity and the formation of health-promoting
habits are provided. Various events are included in the
educational process, for example, those related to
national holidays, annual customs and traditions. Special
preschool educational programs develop an individual
educational program acquisition plan for children.

Infrastructure

a) Size of the facility

b) Equipment

c) Occupational Health
and Safety

d) Sanitary and
Epidemiological Station)
Playground

Places for 30 children

Year 2024/2025

Two groups of 22 children in total

Health and safety, fire protection standards and the State
Sanitary Inspection compliance with the regulation of the
Minister of National Education and Sport of 31 December 2002
on health and safety in public and non-public schools and
facilities

The playground on the kindergarten premises is also subject to
sanitary inspection.

a) In the school year 2024/2025, the preschool institution
has four program implementation sites (37 groups with a
total of 652 children). On average, there are 16 to 21
children per group.

b)Each group of children has a changing room, a group
room, a sleeping room or a group room adapted for a
sleeping room, a toilet and a washroom.

The preschool institution has a space for organizing
children's cultural and entertainment events, music and
sports classes. The preschool institution has a place for
parking strollers.

c)Regulations of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic
of Latvia of 22 August 2023 No. 474 “Procedures for
ensuring preventive health care, first aid and safety of
students in educational institutions and at events
organized by them”.

d) Regulations of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic
of Latvia No. 890 of 17 September 2013 “Hygiene

a) Daugavpils
preschool
education
institution has a
very large
number of
children, which is
due to the
process of
merging
educational
institutions in the
city.
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requirements for child supervision service providers and
educational institutions implementing a preschool
education program”.

Cadre

a) Staff ratio in relation
to the number of
children

b) Teachers'
qualifications and
experience

¢) Qualifications and
experience of the

a) 2 kindergarten teachers
Specialist teachers and therapists 5
2 teacher's aids

b) Kindergarten Teacher Qualifications: Early school education
(Bachelor's degree),

care and educational pedagogy (master's degree),
postgraduate studies in speech therapy with neuro-speech
therapy,

a) The institution has 2 work models for groups: 1) in one
group, 2 preschool teachers work in shifts (each 6 hours a
day) and 1 teacher's assistant/nanny works throughout
the day (8 hours); 2) in one group, 2 teacher's
assistants/nannies work in shifts (each 8 hours a day) and
1 preschool teacher works throughout the day (8 hours)
(this model is usually in groups for children from 1 year to
3 years). A speech therapist works individually with
children in the special program. The institution also has a

management Postgraduate studies in progress: Special Pedagogy - Education, preschool music teacher who leads music lessons for all
therapy and support for people with Autism Spectrum Disorders | groups.
Experience: early childhood education teacher, after-school b) All teachers have a higher pedagogical education
teacher, kindergarten teacher. (bachelor's or master's degree in pedagogy) or are
currently studying preschool pedagogy at a university.
C) Qualifications and experience of the management Teachers are required to take regular professional
Master's Degree Early School and Preschool Education. development courses (36 hours over 3 years).
Postgraduate Studies English language teaching at preschool C) All specialists in the institution's management team,
level including the head of the institution, have higher
Professional experience: Public Kindergarten No. 1 pedagogical education (bachelor's or master's degree in
Niezapominajka in Nowogard 4 years of work as a kindergarten pedagogy), various professional development courses and
teacher, since 2018 Private Integration Kindergarten Fantazja in more than 10 years of experience in managerial work. The
Nowogard director, kindergarten teacher. institution has a head and four deputy heads in the field
of education (at each address), as well as two educational
methodologists.
Fees Tuition fee 500 PLN a) Preschool education for children is free of charge

a) Accommodation fees

(employee salaries, purchase of teaching materials and
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b) Food charges
c) Subsidy

16 PLN per day/child

Subsidy from the Nowogard Commune for a healthy child PLN
1,309.76

maintenance costs of the institution are covered by the
local government and the state).

b) Parents only pay for children's meals: up to 3 years old
—2.07 EUR per day; from 3 years old — 2.49 EUR per day;
in round-the-clock groups: up to 3 years old —2.27 EUR
per day; from 3 years old — 2.90 EUR per day.

c) The institution's annual budget, allocated by the
municipality, is 2,162,843 Eur.

Other aspects

a) Opening hours.
b) Cooperation with
parents.

c) Extracurricular
activities (foreign
languages, sports,
music).

d) Availability of support
for children with
identified special
educational needs.

a) 6.45-16.00

b) individual meetings and conversations, group meetings, open
classes for parents, participation in kindergarten life
(participation in kindergarten celebrations, preparing costumes
for children, providing various products/materials to children
that are used when working with children), running a closed
group on Facebook for parents - parents' corner.

c) English language, Rhythmic classes "Rhythmics and dance",
Gymnastics classes, Movement classes "Kitchen Revolutions of
the Little Chef",

“Coding on the carpet” classes, Sensory classes with elements of
SENSOPLASTY.

Individual art classes.

Individual programmes resulting from PPP opinions.

d) Kindergarten psychologist, Special pedagogue, Speech
therapist, Sensory Integration therapist, Rehabilitation, Hand
therapy, WWR therapy.

a)The institution works from 7am to 6pm on weekdays.
The 24-hour group works from Monday to Friday from
7am to 6pm.

b) Parents are invited to participate in teaching and
upbringing work by participating in family events, creative
workshops, celebrations, talking about their profession,
creating exhibitions, helping with the improvement of the
institution's territory, etc. 2 times a year, individual
conversations about the child's development and growth
are held with each family. In the school management
digital system E-class, parents can follow the activity plan
of their child's group, receive photos from the group's
daily routine, as well as receive an assessment of their
child's academic performance on a daily basis and/or at
the end of the monthly topic. At the end of the preschool
education, parents receive a written assessment of their
child's readiness for school. Parents have the opportunity
to work on the Institution's Parents' Council and make
proposals for the development of the institution.

c) The educational institution has interest education
groups:
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- free of charge — dance group, ice skating group, group
for the prevention of posture disorders and flat feet;

- with a fee from parents — dance, English, modeling.
d)Warm sand lessons; individual lessons with a speech
therapist, logorhythmics.

The main advantages of
the facilities. What
distinguishes them?

-Integrative nature of the kindergarten. The only such facility in
Nowogard.
- Small groups.

The institution implements the Eco-Schools program,
including diverse activities in nature in the preschool
education and upbringing process, developing children's
understanding of the preservation of natural resources
and diversity.

The institution implements the change process "Leader in
Me", involving employees and children in the acquisition
of socio-emotional skills and habits of successful people
on a daily basis.

The institution has the status of a Health-Promoting
School. The institution has the status of an eTwinning
school.

A large institution with four separate addresses and a
large amount of economic work.

Main challenges

Demographic decline

Demographic decline
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Comparison of legal and organizational conditions for the functioning of kindergartens in Poland and Latvia, taking into account various aspects:

ASPECTS OF
FUNCTIONING

POLAND

LATVIA

COMMENTS

Organization

a) Age of children
covered by preschool
education. Number of
groups.

b) Form of preschool
education.

c) Core curriculum.

d) Methods of working
with children.

a) Preschool education covers children from the beginning
of the school year in the calendar year in which the child
turns 3 until the end of the school year in the calendar year
in which the child turns 7.

In the case of children with a decision on the need for
special education, preschool education may be provided to
children over 7 years of age , but no longer than until the
end of the school year in the calendar year in which the child
turns 9.

b)-Public and private kindergarten,

- Kindergarten departments in primary schools.

- Other forms of preschool education (Preschool Education
Teams and Preschool Points)

c) The core curriculum is a legal document defined by the
Minister of National Education written in the form of a
regulation, therefore it has the nature of mandatory
provisions. Their scope can be expanded to include
knowledge contained in the curricula, it cannot be
narrowed. The core curriculum of preschool education

a) Children study the preschool education
program from 1 to 7 years of age. Children’s
mandatory preparation for obtaining basic
education starts from 5 years old and
preparation for basic education starts in the
calendar year in which a child turns 5 years
old.Depending on a child’s health condition
and psychological preparation preschool
educational program obtaining time can be
extended and shortened for 1 year based an
the parents application and the opinion of a
family doctor or a psychologist.Children with
special needs are accepted in a special
preschool educational institution or in a
general preschool educational institution in a
special group from 3 years old.

Such children can also attend general
preschool educational institutions usual
groups, providing support staff and an
individual curriculum learning plan, in
accordance with the regulations of the

a)Children in Latvia can
start attend preschool
educational institution 2
years earlier than in Poland .
But if needed, children in
Poland can attend preschool
educational institution for 1
year longer than in Latvia.

In Latvia the preparation of
5 and 6-year-old children for
starting primary education
is mandatory.

b)The offer of educational
institutions that can
implement the preschool
education program is similar
in both countries.

c) In both countries the
mandatory content of basic
education is determined by
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describes the process of supporting the development and
education of children covered by preschool education.
Kindergartens and other forms of preschool education
perform care, educational and educating functions to an
equal extent. They provide children with the opportunity to
play and learn together in safe, friendly conditions adapted
to their developmental needs.

d) Three groups of methods can be distinguished: visual,
verbal and practical action (active). They interpenetrate
each other and rarely occur in their pure form. However,
some of them are dominant in specific types of classes. The
selection of methods depends on the individual abilities of
children and on what skills we have planned to develop at a
given time. Therefore, the best methods are those that
activate and motivate the child and enable practical
application of the acquired knowledge.

institution and based on the opinion of the
Municipal Pedagogical Medical Commission.
b) Children are prepared for school in
preschool educational institutions and in
preschool educational groups attached to
educational institutions(in schools, in
educational institutions of interest, etc),
which are registered in the Register of
Educational institutions and have
licensed preschool educational
programs,they may be both state and
private educational institutions

c) The requirements for the implementation

of the preschool education program are

determined by The Cabinet of Ministers
Regulation No.716 “Regulations on national
preschool education guidelines and sample

preschool education programs”.

The state preschool educational guidelines
have certain preschool educational content
objectives and tasks,principles of organisation
of pedagogical process, the planned results to
be obtained in preschool education and
evaluation principles, as well as educational
program samples corresponding to the state
preschool educational guidelines demands.The
state preschool educational guidelines are
mandatory for everyone who develops and
implements preschool educational programs. A

the national standart of
basic education.

d) Since 2019 in Latvia the
implementation of the
curriculum uses a
competence approach,
which gives children the
opportunity to get
knowledge and skills in 7
learning areas(language,
social and civic,cultural
awareness and self-
expressing in the
arts,science, mathematics,
technology, health and
physical activity)as well as to
develop cross -cutting
skills(critical thinking and
problem solving,creativity
and entrepreneurship,self-
directed learning and
collaboration, civic
participation, digital skills)
and value-based
virtues(responsibility,
diligence,courage, honesty,
wisdom, kindness,
compassion,
moderation,restraint,justice,
solidarity, tolerance).
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preschool educational program provides a Competence or expertise in
child to be prepared for school, covering the education means such an
formation of individuality, mental, psychical approach to learning, in
and social development, the development of which the content to be
initiative,curiosity, independence and creative | learned is based not only on
activity,strengthening health, psychological memorising, but also on the

preparation for school, as well as learning the skills to apply them in life.
basic skills of using the national language.

d) The regulations on national preschool
education guidelines and sample
preschool education programs stipulate
that the main form of educational
organisation in preschool is a play lesson,
which is implemented throughout the
day,during which children learn while
playing. Each day a play lesson provides
activities in the environment which is
suitable for a child’s play activities for
the learning of specific achievable
results, both indoors and outdoors, both
independently or in play lessons
organised by the teacher, both in small
or big groups. The learning process is so
diverse that daily includes verbal, visual
and practical activities. In addition, the
competence approach in education
teaches children to think independently,
plan their activities, organise their work
independently, choose ways and means
to achieve their set goals.
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Infrastructure
a) Size of the facility.
b) Equipment.
c) Playground.

a) The premises in which the kindergarten is run must
meet the following conditions:

= The height of the rooms should be no less than 3 m, and
the floor level should be level with or above the ground
on which the building is located.

= The sunlight exposure time in rooms where students
stay should be at least 3 hours per day between 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m., although this time may be reduced
to a minimum of 1.5 hours per day in the case of
buildings located in city centres.

= The heating installation cannot be a stove, cooker or
fireplace.

= The premises must be provided with daylight through an
appropriate ratio of window area to floor area of at least
1:8.

= Each room must also have artificial lighting.

= |f the premises are not equipped with air conditioning or
mechanical ventilation, the design of the windows
should enable them to be opened by at least 50% of
their surface — for periodic airing of the rooms.

= The area of the room where children stay should be at
least 16 m2 - for a group of 3 to 5 people. For each
additional child, the area should be increased by 2 m2 (if
the child's stay does not exceed 5 hours per day) or by
2.5 m2 (if the child's stay exceeds 5 hours per day).

= The floor in rooms intended for classes must be even
and easily cleanable .

b) Each compulsory kindergarten is equipped with
bathrooms in which the following conditions are ensured:

a) Premises where the kindergarten
operates must comply with the Cabinet of
No.890

requirements for child care service providers

Minister ~ Regulation “Hygiene
and educational institutions implementing the
preschool education program”.

- It is forbidden to set up groups or play rooms
and sleeping rooms on the half basement or
plinth or basement floor.
-The service provider must observe the
following minimum space for one child:

e for a child under 3 years old-group
room 2,5 m?, sleeping room 1,8 m?;

e forachild over 3 years old group room
3,0 m?, sleeping room 2,0 m2.

e If a sleeping room is combined
with a group room, then the area
in the group room for one child is
calculated by deducting the area
occupied by the bed from the
total

composite manner.For groups of

area of the room in a
children of mixed ages, the area
is determined according to the

oldest group of children.

Comparing Latvian and
Polish hygiene requirements
for child care service
providers and educational
institutions that implement
preschool educational
programs shows that the
requirements are different.
In Poland the requirements
are much more specific,
citing the criteria in the
forms of numbers.In Latvia
such rules are not so strict,
but they are in line with
ensuring the safety and
health of children.On the
other hand, the number of
toilets and sinks in Latvia is
higher. The area of rooms
per child is higher in Poland,
if it is taken into account
that children stay in the
institution for more that 5
hours a day.
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= There must be at least one washbasin and one toilet
bowl for every 15 children.

= Toilet bowls (toilets) should be placed in separate cabins
with a width of at least 1 m and a length of 1.10 m, as
well as partitions and doors with a minimum height of
1.5m.

=  Women's toilets should be separated from men's toilets
by a wall the height of the entire room,

=  Cabin doors at least 0.9 m wide shall open outwards.

= Gravity or mechanical ventilation — for bathrooms with
one window and one cabin, continuous mechanical
ventilation — for the rest.

=  Public toilets (bathrooms) do not have to contain
anterooms.

Other equipment:

- the furniture is adapted to the requirements of
ergonomics;

- the equipment has approvals or certificates;

- toys meet hygiene safety requirements and have the CE
marking

c) The playground must meet the following conditions:

a) atleast 30% of the recreational area of the playground
should be located in a biologically active area (where
plants grow and water can soak into the ground);

b) atleast 50% of the playground area should be exposed
to sunlight for at least 2 hours a day (counted on the
equinox days), between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. In the case of
city centre development - at least 1 hour;

- Materials that are easy to clean,
disinfect and match the function of
the premises are used for the
decoration of the premises and their
equipment.
- A non-slip material coating is used for the floor
covering.
- The minimum air temperature for a room
where a child stays:
e children under 3 at least 20 °C;
e children over 3 at least 18 °C.
- Air exchange in the premises is provided by
regularly ventilating them or using air
conditioning or ventilation equipment..
- Natural and artificial lighting is provided in the
premises. The level of artificial lighting in a
group or playroom is 300 lux (Lx).

b) In the toilets of children’s group rooms, one
wash basin is provided for 8 children and 1 wash
basin for the staff.

In the toilet for the children under 3 years
old, it is provided:

e small foot pads if needed

e a potty with a label for each child.
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the playground area should be fenced - the fence should
be at least one metre high and have a gate no less than
1.2 metres wide (in exceptional cases it may be fenced
with a hedge);

the equipment and surface of the square should meet
the requirements described in Polish Standards - PN-EN
1176 and PN-EN 1177

equipment should be adapted to different age
categories;

the equipment should enable at least 5 children to play
simultaneously on every 20 m? of the playground;

In the toilet for the children over 3 years old 1
toilet bowl is provided for 8 children, if possible,
installing separate toilet cubicles for boys and
girls .

Other equipment:

- In the dressing room install individual cabinets
or shelves for storing each child’s clothes and
shoes as well as a place for drying children’s
clothes and shoes.

- Beds are used for sleeping children in groups.
- The service provider provides clean toys that
meet the requirements of the children’s age
and toys safety regulations.

- The furniture provided is safe for children to
use and is made of materials that are not
harmful to health, which is suitable for the
characteristics of a child’s body, taking into
account the requirements and principles of
ergonomics.

c) The territory where children are kept meets
the following requirements:

- itis fenced and tidy

- if there are water reservoirs in the territory,
they are fenced or fenced off.
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-plants that are not dangerous to human health,
as well as plant with thorns and poisonous parts
are not used for greening the area.

-it provides a suitable and safe playground or
sports equipment and cover for preschool
children, and a sand box can be installed, which
is covered when the children don't use it. The
sand in the sandbox is changed once a year-in

spring.

Cadre
a) Staff size.
b) Qualifications and

experience of teachers.

¢) Qualifications and
experience of
management.

a) STAFF SIZE For one kindergarten group (4-6 years old),
i.e. for 25 children, there is one teacher or educator, and an
additional person supporting in childcare. If the kindergarten
group has an organized outing or trip, the educator can look
after 15 children and should have a previously assigned
guardian to help, in this role the children's parents or other
kindergarten educators.

b)

TEACHERS’ QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE
Qualifications to hold the position of teacher in
kindergartens and grades I-lll of primary schools, with the
exception of special primary schools and special
departments in mainstream primary schools, are possessed
by a person who has completed:

1) uniform master's studies conducted in accordance with
the new education standard in the field of preschool and
early school pedagogy and has pedagogical preparation or

In the regulations of the Cabinet of
Ministers No.716 “Regulations on
preschool education guidelines and
sample preschool education programs” it
is determined that the units of
pedagogues and pedagogue support staff
positions necessary for the
implementation of the educainal program
are provided by the founder of the
preschool , observing the working hours
and the number of the groups of the
educational institution in accordance
with the Cabinet of Ministers’ regulations
on the procedure for determing the
salary of pedagogues, the amount of
salary and the size of the workload of the
pedagogues. The number of teaching
assistants is decided by the head of the
educational institution in cooperation

a)In Latvia the number of
teachers and teaching
assistants in groups can be
different depending on the
workload and model.

b) In Latvia you can work as
a pre-school teacher or a
head of an institution only
after obtaining a higher
education and the
corresponding pedagogical
qualification.
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2) first-cycle studies conducted in accordance with the
regulations in force before 3 August 2019 in the field of
preschool and early school pedagogy and has pedagogical
preparation, or

3) second-cycle studies conducted in accordance with the
new standard of education in the field of preschool and
early school pedagogy, based on § 39 paragraph 2 point 2
and paragraph 3 point 2 of the Regulation of the Minister of
Science and Higher Education of 27 September 2018 on
studies (Journal of Laws of 2021, item 661 and of 2022, item
1869), and has pedagogical preparation, or

4) studies conducted in accordance with the regulations in
force before 3 August 2019 at:

a) a field of study consistent with the classes conducted and
has pedagogical preparation or

b) a field of study whose learning outcomes in terms of
knowledge and skills include the content of the classes
conducted as specified in the core curriculum of pre-school
education or the core curriculum of general education for
these classes at the appropriate stage of education, and has
pedagogical preparation, or

c) a degree in pedagogy in a specialization that prepares
students to work with children of preschool or early school
age, or

d) in a field (specialization) other than the one indicated in
letters a—c, has pedagogical preparation and has completed
postgraduate studies conducted in accordance with the
provisions in force before 3 August 2019 in the scope of
classes conducted, or

with the founder of the educational
institution.Most often the preschool
education program is implemented for up
to 12 hours a day and 1 teacher and 1
teacher’s assistant work with the
children at the same time.

b) The Minister's Cabinet Regulation No. 569
“Regulations on the educations and
professional qualifications required for
teachers and the procedure for improving the
professional competence of teachers” states
that a person whose education and
professional qualifications meet one of the
following requirements is entitled to work as a
general education preschool teacher:

- higher pedagogical or a higher education and
a qualification as a preschool teacher.

- higher pedagogical or a higher education and
a primary schoop teacher qualification;
-higher education in pedagogy and completed
a professional competence development
program in preschool content and didactics;
-the developed master or doctoral degree in
education or pedagogy and the scientific work
for obtaining it is related to the content and
didactics of preschool education;

- higher pedagogical education and music
teacher qualification for preschool music
teacher sports teacher qualification for
preschool sports teacher
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5) a teacher training institution specializing in working with
children of preschool or early school age.

c) QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE OF THE
MANAGEMENT.

Pursuant to Article 62 paragraph 4 of the Act of 14
December 2016 - Education Law:

§ 1. The position of director of a public kindergarten, a
public primary school and a public post-primary school,
hereinafter referred to as "schools", and a public institution
may be held by a qualified or certified teacher who meets all
of the following requirements:

1) has higher education and a professional title of Master of
Science, Master of Science in Engineering or equivalent, as
well as pedagogical preparation and qualifications to hold
the position of teacher in a given kindergarten, school or
institution;

2) has completed first-cycle studies, second-cycle studies,
uniform master’s studies or postgraduate studies in the field
of management or a qualification course in education
management conducted in accordance with the provisions
on teacher training institutions;

3) has at least five years of teaching experience as a teacher
or five years of teaching experience as an academic teacher;
4) obtained:

a) at least a very good performance evaluation during the
last five years of work or

b) (repealed)

-a preschool pedagogue who obtains the
qualification of a preschool teacher according
to the fifth level of the framework structure of
Latvian qualifications, and works under the
guidance of a teacher mentor for two years
after obtaining it

A person who has the necessary education for
a general education pedagogue or a general
preschool education pedagogue and has
completed a professional competence
development program in special education for
at least 72 hours or obtained a special
education teacher qualification is eligible to
work as a pedagogue who implements special
education programs in special education
institutions or special classes or groups. A
person who is loyal to the Republic of Latvia
and its Constitution, including does not violate
the prohibition of discrimination and different
treatment of persons, has the right to work as
a teacher.

A person who knows and uses the national
language to the extent necessary for the
performance of the professional and
professional duties specified in the regulatory
acts has the right to work as a teacher.

Article 72, Part Five of the Law on the
Protection of Children's Rights (BTAL) Persons
may not work in educational institutions: 1)
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c) in the case of an academic teacher — a positive evaluation
of work during the last four years of work at the university —
before entering the competition for the position of director
or before entrusting the position of director in the case
referred to in art. 63 sec. 11 of the Act of 14 December 2016
— Education Law, if no competition was held, and in the case
referred to in art. 63 sec. 12 of that Act;

5) meets the health conditions necessary to perform work in
a managerial position;

6) has full legal capacity and enjoys full public rights;

7) has not been finally punished with a disciplinary penalty
referred to in art. 76 sec. 1 of the Act of 26 January 1982 -
Teacher’s Charter, and in the case of an academic teacher - a
disciplinary penalty referred to in art. 276 sec. 1 of the Act of
20 July 2018 - The Law on Higher Education and Science, or a
disciplinary penalty referred to in art. 140 sec. 1 of the Act of
27 July 2005 - The Law on Higher Education (Journal of Laws
of 2017, item 2183, as amended ), and no disciplinary
proceedings are pending against him/her;

8) has not been convicted by a final judgment of an
intentional crime or an intentional fiscal crime;

9) there are no proceedings pending against him/her for an
offence prosecuted at the public prosecutor’s office;

10) has not been punished with a ban on performing
functions related to the management of public funds,
referred to in Article 31 section 1 item 4 of the Act of 17
December 2004 on liability for violation of public finance
discipline;

11) in the case of a foreigner - has knowledge of the Polish
language certified in accordance with the principles

who have been punished for criminal offenses
related to violence or the threat of violence,
regardless of whether the criminal record has
been expunged or removed; 2) who have been
punished for criminal offenses against morality
and sexual integrity - regardless of the
expungement or removal of the criminal
record; 3) to whom the court has applied
coercive measures of a medical nature
specified in the Criminal Law; 4) who have
been fined for physical or emotional violence
against a child, if three years have not passed
since the day when the decision of a
competent institution or a court judgment
entered into force and became non-
appealable.

c) The fourth part of Article 30 of the
Education Law stipulates that a person who
has an impeccable reputation, who is loyal to
the Republic of Latvia and its Constitution, and
who does not violate the prohibition of
discrimination and different treatment
towards persons who have the relevant
education and the necessary professional
qualifications, is entitled to work as the head
of an educational institution.

A person who has higher pedagogical
education or higher and pedagogical
education, as well as a person with higher
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specified in the Act of 7 October 1999 on the Polish education who is studying pedagogical
language, has completed first-cycle studies, second-cycle education, is eligible to work as a head of a
studies or uniform master's studies in Polish philology, or is general primary education or general
a sworn translator of the Polish language. secondary education institution. On the other
hand, Cabinet of Ministers Regulation No. 569
In a non-public kindergarten there is no obligation to "Rules on Education and Professional
exercise pedagogical supervision , unless the institution Qualifications Required for Educators and
itself imposes such an obligation in its statute. The body of Procedures for Improving the Professional
pedagogical supervision is the education authority. Competence of Educators" Article 13 stipulates
Therefore, such an institution can be managed by both a that a person whose education meets one of
teacher and a person who is not a teacher . The regulations | the following requirements is eligible to work
do not provide for special qualifications of such a person. as a head of an educational institution:

- higher education (except first-level
professional higher education) in pedagogy or
educational sciences;

-higher education (except first-level
professional higher education) and pedagogic
education or part of the study program related
to pedagogy acquired within the framework of
the higher education study program in the
amount of at least two credit points or at least
72 hours;

-higher education (except for first-level
professional higher education), and the person
acquires pedagogical education or studies 21.3
of this regulation. in the pedagogy of the
professional competence programs mentioned
in subsection.

Article 72, Part Five of the Law on the
Protection of Children's Rights (BTAL) Persons
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may not work in educational institutions: 1)
who have been punished for criminal offenses
related to violence or the threat of violence,
regardless of whether the criminal record has
been expunged or removed; 2) who have been
punished for criminal offenses against morality
and sexual integrity - regardless of the
expungement or removal of the criminal
record; 3) to whom the court has applied
coercive measures of a medical nature
specified in the Criminal Law; 4) who have
been fined for physical or emotional violence
against a child, if three years have not passed
since the day when the decision of a
competent institution or a court judgment
entered into force and became non-
appealable.

Fees

a) Accommodation fees.
b) Food charges.

c) Subsidy.

and) Public kindergartens provide free education,
upbringing and care at a time determined by the governing
body, no less than 5 hours a day. From September 1, 2024,
the maximum amount of the fee for each commenced hour
of the child's actual stay in kindergarten over 5 hours a day
may involve an additional fee, which may not exceed PLN
1.44.

Non-public kindergartens set their own fees for a child's
stay. It ranges from PLN 500 to PLN 3,000 per month.

b) Food costs range from 200 to 250 PLN per month .

a) The fee for pre-school education in a state
or local government educational institution is
covered from the state budget, local
government budgets in accordance with the
procedures established by the Cabinet of
Ministers. A private educational institution can
set a fee for education.

b) The cost of meals in preschools, which
includes three meals - breakfast, lunch and
afternoon tea, in 24-hour groups - including
dinner, is determined by the municipality.

a)In Latvia preschool
education in state or
municipal educational
institutions is free,
regardless of the number of
hours a child spends in the
institution.

b) Catering costs and their
determination differ in each
municipality of Latvia, as it




Funded by

the European Union

c) Public kindergarten

The educational subsidy per student is calculated based on a
mathematical formula specified in the regulation of the
Minister of National Education on the method of dividing
the educational part of the general subsidy for local
government units. The regulation is issued annually, but the
mechanism used for calculations has remained unchanged
for several years.

Private kindergarten - The subsidy amounts to 75% of local
government expenditure on preschool education facilities,
calculated on the basis of a special algorithm.

Other non-public forms of preschool education - 40%.

In accordance with the second part of Article
44 of the Law on Local Governments,
paragraph 11 of the third part of Article 17 of
the Law on Education, the local government
can determine the categories of students
whose meal costs are covered by the local
government 100% or partially (children of poor
households, children with disabilities, children
of large families, children placed in foster care,
as well as children of low-income households).
The municipality provides meals in the special
educational institutions under its authority, in
pre-school education groups for children with
special needs in accordance with the
procedures and amounts determined by the
Cabinet of Ministers. For example, from
September 1, 2024, the municipality of Riga
has set the cost of meals (breakfast, lunch,
lunch) at 4.30 euros per day, co-financing 2.15
euros

c) State educational institutions are financed
from the state budget in accordance with the
annual state budget law. Municipal
educational institutions are financed from
municipal budgets.

In accordance with the methodology
established by the Cabinet of Ministers, the
municipality determines the average costs
required for one pupil in the preschool
education program (from the age of one and a

depends on the budget of
punicipality.

c)In each country grant
calculation methodologies
are applied, which are
determined at the national
level, of course, they are
different and depend on the
distribution of the state
budget.
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half years until the start of primary education)
in the educational institutions of the relevant
municipality. The target grant is calculated
according to the following indicators:

1. the number of children from the age of five
in the educational level;

2. educational programs implemented in
educational institutions;

3. the administrative territory of the location
of the educational institution. Private
educational institutions are financed by their
founders.

In private educational institutions, the
purchase of educational literature, games,
methodological tools, additional literature
(reference literature) in accordance with the
national preschool education guidelines,
primary education and general secondary
education national standards, as well as the
purchase or subscription fees of learning
management platforms, are financed from the
state budget funds and targeted grants from
the state budget.

Other aspects a) Determined by the facility. Most often from 6:30 to 16:30. | a) Determined by the founder. Most often a)The working hours for
a) Opening hours. from 7:00 to 18:00/19:00. preschool educational
b) In order to ensure optimal development and | institutions in Latvia are
b) Cooperation with parents in the kindergarten plays a key well-being of children, the cooperation of longer for 1-2 hours.

role in supporting the child's development and ensuring
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b) Cooperation with
parents.

coherence between education at home and in the
institution. Education law in Poland emphasizes that the
kindergarten should be a place of dialogue and cooperation
with parents. Examples of cooperation forums:

- Group meetings (parents' meetings, thematic workshops).
- Individual consultations (conversations with a teacher,
meetings with a psychologist or speech therapist)

-Joint activities (participation in kindergarten celebrations,
open classes, social work for the kindergarten)

- Current communication (information on noticeboards,
social media groups)

c) Additional classes are set by the kindergarten
management. They are additionally paid.

d ) In Poland, preschool children with a recognized need for
special education have the right to various support, which is
regulated by legal regulations, mainly by the Act of 14
December 2016 - Education Law and relevant regulations of
the Ministry of Education and Science. Here are the main
aspects of support:

1. Decision on the need for special education

The decision is issued by public psychological and
pedagogical (or specialist) counselling centres and specifies
the child’s special educational needs resulting from:

disabilities (e.g. intellectual, motor, sensory),
autism spectrum disorders (including Asperger syndrome),
the threat of social maladjustment or social maladjustment,

parents and the institution is very essential.
Laws and regulatory documents determine:

- the general responsibilities of the pedagogue
in the educational process are as follows: to
cooperate with the student's family in
educational matters (Article 51(6) of the
Education Law);

- the learning of preschool curriculum is
planned and implemented by a preschool
teacher, involving parents to support the
child's learning (Preschool Education Program);
- the pedagogue periodically informs the
parents about his observations related to the
child's activity or the end result of the work in
order to improve learning and teaching (rules
of MK 716);

- it is the parents' duty to take care of the
child. Caring for a child means his (..) education
and upbringing (..) (Civil Law of the Republic of
Lithuania, Article 177);

- parents have the right to: participate in the
improvement of the learning process and in
the board of the educational institution; to
provide and receive information training on
issues related to child upbringing and studies
(Article 57, paragraphs 2 and 4 of the
Education Law);

- parents are obliged to cooperate with the
educational institution where the child studies,
with educators and other persons involved in

b) The cooperation forms
with parents are very similar
in both countries.

c) Interest education is
available in both countries

d)Comparing special
education in both
countries,it can be
concluded that each country
has similar support
mechanisms, perhaps the
source and size of funding
differ, which, of course,
provides greater
opportunities to provide
support to children with
special needs.
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c) Extracurricular

activities (foreign

languages, sports,
music).

specific learning difficulties.
This document is the basis for adapting education to the
individual needs of the child.

2. Organizing support in kindergarten
Children with a diagnosis can benefit from various forms of
support, such as:

Individual educational and therapeutic programs (IET): Each
child has a program developed, tailored to their needs,
abilities and recommendations from the assessment.
Specialist classes: Speech therapy, rehabilitation classes,
sensory integration, educational therapy, or classes with a
psychologist.

Child assistant: If a child requires support with daily
activities, an assistant can be provided.

Supporting teachers: A support teacher may be employed in
a group that includes a child with a diagnosis, who is
responsible for helping to organise the educational process.
Curriculum adaptation: Content and methods are adapted
to the individual needs of the child.

3. Forms of special education

Public kindergartens: With additional support for the child.
Integration kindergartens: Children with certificates study in
groups with children without certificates, and classes are
conducted by two teachers (main and supporting).

Special kindergartens: For children with greater support
needs, where the program and organization of activities are
adapted to the specificity of a given disability.

4. Financing support

the learning process; parents are responsible
for ensuring that the child receives compulsory
education (Article 58, Clause 2 of the
Education Law).

Based on this, the following forms of
cooperation are used:

Forms of cooperation:

- questionnaire, survey,

- open door days;

- parents' stands, notice boards;

- electronic environment (e-class, e-mails,
electronic questionnaires);

- mailbox;

- informal meetings;

- parent meetings;

- individual discussions with parents
(conversations with a teacher, meeting with a
psychologist or speech therapist);

- thematic afternoons, various holidays:

- consultations;

- the board of the institution;

- other forms of cooperation.

c) Interest education in pre-school educational
institutions is available both financed by the
municipality and paid. The municipality-
financed one is chosen by the management of
the institution, while the paid interest
education is chosen by the parents from the
existing offer.
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d) Availability of support
for children with
identified special
educational needs.

Educational subsidy: Children with a kindergarten certificate
receive additional financial resources under the educational
subsidy. The amount of support depends on the type and
degree of disability.

Funding from EU and local funds: In some cases,
kindergartens benefit from additional funds, e.g. for the
purchase of equipment, teaching aids or the employment of
specialists.

5. Cooperation with parents

Parents are key partners in the child support process.
Kindergartens are required to:

Inform parents about actions taken for the child.
Involve parents in the IETP creation process.

Hold regular meetings to discuss your child's progress.
6. Problems and challenges

Despite good legal regulations, in practice there are
difficulties, such as:

There are not enough specialists in kindergartens.

Limited financial resources for individual support.

Long waiting times for decisions in psychological and
pedagogical counseling centers.

Unequal access to support in smaller towns.

Summary

Support for preschool children with a recognized need for
special education in Poland is regulated by law and available
in various forms. However, the key is the effective
implementation of these solutions, which often depends on
the involvement of teaching staff, local governments and

d) 1. Children's special education needs are
determined by the municipal pedagogical and
medical commissions, issuing opinions on the
special education program with the
corresponding educational program code,
which the child can learn both in special
education institutions and in general education
institutions, provided that the child is provided
with support appropriate to his needs.

In Latvia, special education is for children with
vision, hearing impairments, language
impairments, mental development
impairments, severe somatic illnesses,
movement and support apparatus
impairments, mental health illnesses and
learning disabilities (preschool age — mixed
developmental disabilities).

2. The set of support measures is determined
in all special education programs, according to
the specifics of each disorder. To ensure the
provision of support to the learner:

- the educators of the educational institution,
in accordance with the recommendations of
the pedagogical medical commission or
educational or clinical psychologist, speech
therapist, teacher's speech therapist or special
pedagogue and in accordance with the special
needs of the learner, in cooperation with the
learner's legal representatives, develop an
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access to appropriate financial resources. If you have individual learning plan for the educational
questions about specific cases, | can help clarify them. program for the school year;

- the plan includes support measures, taking
into account the learner's disorders;

- the progress of the implementation of the
plan is jointly evaluated by the learner's legal
representatives and the educators involved in
the implementation of the plan not less than
twice during the school year;

- the educational institution, in accordance
with the special needs of the learner, ensures
the accessibility of the educational institution's
environment, appropriate organization of the
learning process, teaching and technical
means, pedagogical and support staff;

- if the application of support measures has not
helped the learner to achieve the goals set in
the plan, in cooperation with the pedagogical
medical commission and the mentioned
support specialists, a repeated assessment of
special needs is carried out.

3. Latvia has:

- special preschool educational institutions,

- separate special education groups located in
a general preschool educational institution,

- children with special needs are integrated
into the general group of preschool
educational institutions, where they work
according to an individually developed study
plan, and also receive specialist support.
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4. Special pre-school educational institutions
subordinated to local governments are
financed with targeted grants from the state
budget.

5. Cooperation with parents is regular both by
conducting daily, topical or individual
conversations summarizing the results of the
school semester, by using the e-environment
and children's work portfolio, and by inviting
them to participate in lessons, group events
and holidays.

6. Problems and challenges.

There are no problems in special pre-school
education institutions and groups, because
teachers with appropriate qualifications and
knowledge work there, the necessary specialist
support is available, and the necessary
equipment is there.

The biggest challenges are for general group
educators who have to include children with
special needs in the group life, as many
educators lack knowledge and experience in
working with children with special needs.
There is a lack of support specialists in
institutions because there is no funding for
this. Not every institution has an environment
suitable for special children, for example, if
there is a large number of children in the
group, it can disturb the child himself. In such
conditions, educators are prone to burnout.
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Teachers of general groups do not receive
additional funding for work with special
children.

Of course, this is not characteristic of all
general groups with inclusive education, it all
depends on how big the child's developmental
disorders are and how the group environment
and staff are ready for the implementation of
inclusive education.

The report "Modern Environmental Education in Preschool," authored by the Szczecin Talent-Promotion-Progress Foundation and
the Daugavpils Kimijas apkaimes pirmsskolas izglitibas iestade (Latvia), were created as part of the Erasmus+ program, Action
KA210-SCH — Small-Scale Partnerships in School Education.
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e you can copy, distribute, and reproduce the material in any medium or format,
e you can remix, modify, and build upon the material, including for commercial purposes,
e as long as you attribute the author and make any modifications available under the same license.

The full text of the license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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